
Proceedings of the Grateful Dead Studies Association
Volume 4	 2024

ISSN 2770-534X  (Print)  	 ISSN 2770-5358 (Online)

McIntire, Jon M.  

With Future Events Having An Increasingly Less Predictable 
Nature

CITATION INFORMATION

Shira Cooper
With Future Events Having An Increasingly Less Predictable Nature
Proceedings of the Grateful Dead Studies Association
Volume 4 (2024)
Pages: 137–139

LICENSE
Download of this Proceedings of the Grateful Dead Studies Association Licensed Content (hereafter Content) constitutes 
acceptance of the following terms and conditions: Provided they abide by the restrictions below, users may search, view, 
reproduce, display, download, print, perform, and distribute Content for the following Permitted Uses: research activities; 
classroom or organizational instruction and related classroom or organizational activities; student assignments; as part of a 
scholarly, cultural, educational or organizational presentation or workshop, if such use conforms to the customary and usual 
practice in the field; authors or other Content creators may at their discretion incorporate their Content into unrestricted 
databases or websites with prior written permission from Grateful Dead Studies.

The portions of Content that have been downloaded or printed out by a User may continue to be used in compliance with 
these Terms and Conditions even if such license should later terminate or expire.

Users may not: use or authorize the use of the Proceedings of the Grateful Dead Studies Association Licensed Content for 
commercial purposes or gains, including charging a fee-for-service; undertake any activity such as the use of computer 
programs that automatically download or export Content, commonly known as web robots, spiders, crawlers, wanderers or 
accelerators that may interfere with, disrupt or otherwise burden the Proceedings of the Grateful Dead Studies Association 
server(s) or any third-party server(s) being used or accessed in connection with the Proceedings of the Grateful Dead Studies 
Association; or undertake coordinated or systematic activity between or among two or more individuals and/or entities that, 
in the aggregate, constitutes downloading and/or distributing a significant portion of the Content; or make any use, display, 
performance, reproduction, or distribution that exceeds or violates these Terms and Conditions of Use.

Additionally, users may not: modify, obscure, or remove any copyright notice or other attribution included in the Content; 
incorporate Content into an unrestricted database or website; systematically print out or download Content to stock or re-
place print holdings; download or print, or attempt to download or print, an entire issue; reproduce or distribute Content in 
bulk, such as the inclusion of Content in course packs, electronic reserves, repositories, or organizational intranets.

The  Grateful Dead Studies Association encourages the use of links to facilitate access to the Content.



Proceedings of the Grateful Dead Studies AssociaƟ on, Vol. 4 © 2024

137

With Future Events Having An Increasingly 
Less Predictable Nature

JON M. McINTIRE 

With future events having an increasingly less predictable nature,
 there will be an increasing need for more generalized abstractions 

which apply on as many levels as possible (or all that are contained by 
life/mind potential at the moment of application). A catholicity of interests 
will be fostered in individuals to be able to test maxims, etc., from various 
fi elds of thought/action with a cohesive and cogent defi nition of that which 
is being tested. 

Undeniability in concept and translation/transmission will be greatly 
more important. Language will have to be treated more precisely, creatively 
and seriously. Manners will increase in eff ective use as precise shortcuts 
for defi ning day-to-day relationships. We will have to be able to live with 
increasingly more things being increasingly less certain. This can be made 
possible through increasing the solidity of that which is believed in as a 
basis. Basic “Goods” will be more necessary than now or before. This is 
“perhaps what we shall have to get accustomed to: indeterminateness as a 
positive fact, a positive element of knowledge” (Valéry 1962, 173).

Man’s intuitive sense could be further developed and depended 
upon to “test” things which do not fi t or allow tests of a cerebral nature. 
Developmentally this will necessitate man’s further defi ning “intuition.” 
Commonsense intuitions will apply to some occasions while intuitive 
insight will be necessary for others. Instinct and intuition will have to 
be apperceptively diff erentiated. Emotions will have to be kept from 
overfl owing into intuitions to ensure intuition’s being more consistently 
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eff ective and fecund. Foresight will deal with more plurality in possibility. 
The possible will have more eff ective meaning than the casually logical. 
This will eff ectively broaden the horizon of the expected. 

Being properly more dependent on other people and things will 
have to be accepted as a bearable psychological necessity for mankind. 
Feeling at home with increased vulnerability on the individual level may 
be necessary. An added capacity to receive impressions will have to be 
fostered by society in its various structures and individuals. 

We will no longer choose that which is to be attempted by the 
methods available to us. Method will have to take a back seat to that which 
is to be done. Method will have to be more fl exible in its relationship 
to specifi c problems. Method’s role will be diminished by the increasing 
presence of chance. 

A sense of responsibility will have to be fostered in individuals 
over a reliance on regulations. Continuing civilization’s trend toward 
more equal freedom for all individuals there will be an increase of things 
formerly known and dealt with by an elite being more increasingly directly 
comprehended and acted upon by the masses (within a structured format), 
thereby increasing the possibility of responsibility for the individuals 
making up the masses. We must simplify and clarify at our basis so basics 
can be learned and used by practically everyone. A multitude of problems 
can then be divided among many disparate individuals or conglomerates 
and solutions can be attempted with the same direction inherent from the 
basis.

The mania for mechanical progress will have to be replaced by a 
developing sense of response to the dynamic itself. There will be less time 
and energy for the inessential (the essentials being that which is necessary 
to support life itself and to promote a higher quality, more abundant life). 
Intellectual values will have to be seen as ultimately and immediately 
more necessary to reverse the present trend of structure’s devouring human 
values and to provide more real necessity for a man’s thought/life basis. 

Individual natures of increasing subtlety will be fostered to enable 
the discernment of the almost imperceptible currents which point towards 
order but exist within chaos. Increasing solidity of the basis will feel like 
bondage unless it permits more liberation in life itself. As a balance the 
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experience of ecstasy could be entered into by more people more frequently. 
This would also promote “objective” realizations based on the perspective 
position attained during the ecstatic experience as it is essentially beyond 
and developing a defi nition of life. The open focus attained during ecstasy 
could act as a vacation from manifold overly many. It would serve to 
sharpen man’s intuitions regarding the overall. 

All this leads to spontaneity—the immediate, the natural, the 
comfortable, the incisive, the real life that is more than it ever has been. 
But in melancholy, one seems that it always could have been and should 
be allowed to continue to become richer, deeper, more comfortable, 
spontaneous—some state wherein one will not want or be subject to 
dreams of what should be. Maybe dualisms are necessary now because 
of imperfections—perhaps the perfect is possible, perhaps it is the only 
alternative to the sinking or disappearance of humanity and human values. 

Note

This text reproduces the original typescript of the essay; editorial emendations 
were limited to the correction of one spelling error, the attribution to Valéry’s 
History and Politics, and the elision of several paragraph breaks. 
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